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a race to which social equality cannot be extended.
Even tyranny may be beneficent in its aims, but
never in its results, and the attempt to compel a com-
munity of men to do right by legislative command,
when they do not think it to be right, is tyranny. It
is Force in conflict with Order. Force will not gain
its end, but will superinduce a mass of evil and suffer-
ing which was the last thing it desired or expected.

Many other instances might be given showing the
impotence of legislation when put in conflict with
custom, and refuting the notion that Law is now
tending, or ever will tend, to become the creature of
Force rather than of Order. Conduct will forever
follow the great governing influences proceeding from
the constitution of man and the environment in
which he is placed. It will change as these influences
change, and not otherwise.

In nothing is human vanity more largely displayed
than in the love of a theory. The simple and beauti-
ful forms in which consequences develop themselves
when a sufficient cause is assumed, as in the problems
of mathematics, furnish a pleasure which the mind
desires to hold in its grasp, and it recoils from any
scrutiny into facts from a secret fear that the posses-
sion will be endangered and turns back to revel in the
delights of the theory. Bentham could not contem-
plate without indignation the fact that the world was
governed by something different from enacted law.
To talk about conduct following its own laws, and
obeying custom, would have put him in a passion.
To remind him that every human society, from the
beginning, had followed custom, would have probably